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COME WORSHIP WITH US 
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.  

and 10:15 a.m. 
Confirmation Class 11:00 am 

. 
Holy Communion:  1st Sunday 

Praise Team Worship:  2nd Sunday 
 

301 E. Mt. Morris Avenue 
PO Box 57 

Wautoma, WI 54982 
 

  

  
 

  
 

    

 

FOLLOW US 
Website: 

www.hopelutheranwautoma.com 
Facebook: 

Hope Lutheran 
 

A congregation of 

  
 

DECEMBER 

 
12  9 am Advent Cantata 
23  6 pm Service UM/V 
24  3 pm Service Masks 
24  5 pm Service Masks 
 
        
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS 

 
 

SEE THE CALENDAR FOR MORE 

 

 

       Pastor:  Mike Thomas                      Deacon:  Dave Berndt           Administrative Assistant:  Mary Luebben 

JANUARY 

 

23  Annual Meeting 
 

REMINDER:  No Confirmation Classes 12/19, 12/26, 1/2 

CONTACT US 
 

Mon-Wed 8:30 am – 4:00 pm 
Thu 8:30 am – Noon 

Friday Closed 
 

Telephone:  920-787-3920 
 

E-mail:  
office@hopelutheranwautoma.com 

 

 

 

 
Hope is the Anchor of the Soul. 

Hebrews 6:19 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
President:  Trudy Mattice    Vice President:  Sandy Bartels    Treasurer:  Lynn Gohlke    Secretary:  Julie Berger    
Members:   Cindy Pomplun  Chris Hawlish  Toni Anderson  Jay Klemann  Roger Charette  Paul Hendrickson 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE CHURCH MOUSE 
 Every day when I get my mail, I am amazed by how the volume increases in mid-November. 
Catalogues for toys, clothing, festive foods, electronics, nick-nacks, candy, you name it, I have started 
receiving a catalogue for it. One of the candy catalogues even had something called Goat Poop Premium 
Chocolates! I mean, come on! Yes, we mice are known to eat many things, but Goat Poop Chocolate? 
For those of Swedish descent, Julbock Poop Chocolate, and those of Danish ancestry, Klapparbock Poop 
Chocolate. 
 Of course, the mail also contains Christmas cards, with nice sentiments and updates from 
friends. Many of the card envelopes are adorned with a festive Christmas stamp. This year’s Advent 
Devotional Booklet uses several of the Christmas stamps of the past as part of the daily devotion. Please 
pick up your copy at the church. Advent begins on Sunday, November 28th. You think those older stamps 
were easy, one quick lick and you pressed them on the envelope. My dear wife used to send hundreds 
of Christmas cards and it took me five minutes to lick each stamp!  
  The toy catalogues come in handy as we have many grand-pinkies. I think you call them children. 
The grand-pinkies say over and over again, “I want this for Christmas,” or “I want that for Christmas.” 
Some of what they want, I have never even heard of, like a “Steam Card.” I thought it was a card than 
somehow produced steam. I found out it actually is a card you buy that provides cash credit to people 
and mice for them to play video games. Occasionally when things are quiet, you know, when “not a 
creature was stirring, not even a mouse,” I ponder what might Jesus want? After all, it is his birthday 
we celebrate. Shouldn’t we get him a present? Seems like over and over again in the Good Book we are 
encouraged to care for those in trouble or in need. Along those lines, if anyone is considering a gift to 
Pastor Mike and/or Sara (I mean, we only have to put up with his horrible jokes on Sunday mornings, 
she has to live with him!), I’m sure they would be very thankful and suggest you make a donation to 
The Heifer Project, Project Peanut Butter, ELCA Good Gifts, or Nothing But Nets. All of those 
organizations reach out and provide vital essentials to those in need or struggling. What better gift to 
give than the gift of life (which Jesus gave to us) by being the difference between someone living verses 
dying or someone being relegated to poverty verses having opportunities to lift themselves, their 
families, and their communities to a better life through education, medical treatment, and vocational 
training.  
 There are many traditions at Christmas time, and as a mouse I like all of the ones that involve 
food. One interesting traditional English dish is Plum Pudding. It is actually a type of porridge made with 
lumps of meat, flour, sugar, eggs, raisins, currants, butter, brandy, and rum. Did you notice, what is not 
in the Plum Pudding? Yep, plums! It is called plum pudding because in Olde English, to plum meant to 
swell (we get the word plump from it), and that is what all the ingredients in the pudding did after being 
cooked for hours upon hours. Pastor’s column which I replaced went into great detail about this, but it 
boiled down to (get the pun!) our Christmas should not be like the plum pudding. 
We should keep Christ a central part of our celebration and not have a Christmas 
without Christ, like plum pudding is without plums.  
    

   Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year, 
      The Church Mouse 

      PASTOR’S PAGE        
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December 2021 
 

Cantata – a choral composition that sets to music the words of a story to be 
sung but not acted. 
 
When you see that Hope Lutheran is presenting an Advent Cantata you 
might want to read it Advent ‘Cantata’.  While we are singing the words of a 
story and not acting them out, we are not singing ‘a’ choral composition, 
but rather several choral compositions.  And we interrupt the music with 
Scripture readings and prayer.  And we expect you, our audience (as it 
were) to participate in some hymns and prayers.  So we are using the term 
‘cantata’ in a very broad sense. 
 
This is my way of encouraging you to attend worship with us on Sunday, 
December 12 as our vocal and bell choirs present a worship service in the 
form of a ‘cantata’.  It is not a concert, although it will have some 
similarities with a concert.  We will be wearing our robes with spanking, 
newly cleaned stoles. Our stoles are cleaned with memorial funds from our 
longtime choir member Pearl Johnson who died during this past year.  Pearl 
was the tender of the robes when I got here in 2013 so this is an 
appropriate memorial as we reflect on her years of quiet, faithful service 
with the choir. 
 
Our ‘cantata’ is “Lost in the Night” an Advent worship service that revolves 
around our need for a messiah (an anointed one) to come and save us.  
The need seems obvious, especially in these days of pandemic and division 
in our society.  Here at Hope we can unite under the lordship of Jesus. 
 
Hope to see you on Sunday, December 12 at 9 a.m. either at Hope in 
person or through the ‘magic’ of Facebook live! 
 
In Christ’s service, 
 
Dave Berndt, Deacon       
rdavberndt@gmail.com         
home: (920) 385-0345 
 

     DEACON’S MUSINGS      

mailto:rdavberndt@gmail.com
mailto:rdavberndt@gmail.com
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The September 14, 2021 Hope Lutheran Council meeting was called to order with prayer at 6:30 PM by  
 
The November 9, 2021 Hope Lutheran Council meeting was called to order with prayer and a short ABC 
Thanksgiving game at 6:30 PM by President Trudy Mattice and Pastor Mike. 
 
In attendance: Trudy Mattice, Sandy Bartels, Chris Hawlish, Cindy Pomplun,  Paul Hendrickson,  Julie 
Berger,  Pastor Mike Thomas, Deacon Dave Berndt, Jay Klemann, Lynn Gohlke and Roger Charette. Toni 
Anderson was excused. 
 
The agenda was approved. Minutes from October’s meeting were approved as well. 
 
Correspondence: none 
Financial Report: October report approved.  
Clergy Reports: Pastor Mike stated that the offering envelopes will be handed out soon. Coffee mugs for new 
members are ordered. He also brought up that any photographs posted to our website and/or social media 
need to have a permission waiver on file for persons in photos. We will have a sign up sheet of some sort. 
Deacon Dave provided a written report and stated routines are in place. 
 
Committee Reports  
Personnel- none 
Property- A meeting will be held with the window committee and a representative to look at options for 
repairing glass in decorative windows. 
 
Music and Worship- The Music and Worship team met to discuss Christmas Eve service options. They provided 
the council with the recommendation that two services at 3 and 5 pm be held. Masks are required. There is 
also an unmasked option for Dec. 23rd. Council approved. Also, the new computer system is here, being 
studied and members are becoming trained. Look for some changes in the new year. 
New Business: Discussion of unmasked services vs masked services. We are following recommendations from 
Synod.  
Old Business: none 
 
A motion to adjourn was made and carried at 7:14 p.m. and the meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Julie Berger 
 
Next meeting December 14, 2021 6:30 pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     COUNCIL      
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HLCW Board Meeting, November 8, 2021 
 

Present:  Marlynn Anderson, Mary Luebben, Peggy Klimke, Nadine Warsek, Penny Hendrickson, 
Sally Roberts, Sara Thomas. 
 
Meeting called to order at 1:30 by President Marlynn Anderson who read a brief devotion.  
 
Minutes from the September board meeting were read.  No additions made. 
 
Treasurer’s report – scholarship for Jordan Schmidt is awaiting action by church council 
 
Correspondence – request for participation from Waushara County Holiday Project 
 
Ministry in Action – decaf coffee is now available on the Fair Trade cart 
 
Synod News – question about a synod and/or conference newsletter to keep our women informed 

about current issues 

Old Business   
o A Thrivent grant of $250 was used to purchase 22 sleepers, 6 jackets and 10 rulers for 

LWR kits 
o LWR kits assembled: 58 school kits, 52 layettes, 76 quilts, 8 blankets 
o Lefse and Rosette sale – current order count is 106 pkgs of lefse and 58 pkgs of rosettes.  

We will meet briefly on Friday, Nov 19 to be sure sale is organized.  Distribution will take 
place on Saturday, Nov 20 from 10-2. We will need some cash for change.  Mary will 
assemble list of volunteers to work in shifts 

o Silent auction is running and all items have bids. Winners to be announced Nov 15 
o Advent stockings can be dropped off in collection basket Nov 28 (first Sun of Advent) 

 
New business  

o Christmas gifts for staff will be distributed as in years past  
o HLCW handbook was reviewed in preparation for the 2022 books to be distributed in 

January.  Mary will send an email if help is needed with assembly. 
  

Meeting adjourned at 2:25 with The Lord’s Prayer.   
 
The next board meeting is January 10, 2022. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Sara Thomas, secretary. 
 
  

      HLCW        
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Offerings 
 

October 24 $1,626 
October 31 $2,396 
November 7 $5,159 
November 14 $3,125 
November 21 $4,976 
Nov. 3 World Hunger YTD $4,034.95 

Thank you for giving 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      THINGS TO NOTE       

 

 So let each one give as he 
purposes in his heart, not 

grudgingly or of necessity; for         
God loves a cheerful giver. 

2 Corinthians 9:7 (NKJV) 
 

December 14 11:30 am  
At Christiano’s 
         The Santa Claus Girl  
 by Patricia P. Goodin 

January 19 1:00 pm 

         The Rose Code  
 by Kate Quinn 

February 15 1:00 pm 

 Wildflower: A Tale of 
 Transcendence  
 by Dr. Teresa Van Woy 

 SNOW REMOVAL 

If you need snow removal 

this winter, please call 

Al Hawlish at 920-765-3148 

 
 

 

The Quilting Group is in need of colored sheets for quilt backs.  Please 
consider donating like-new or new colored sheets so the quilters can 
continue sewing.   

Join in the quilting on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm 
 

From the ELCA Newsletter: 
Qualified charitable distributions :  For donors over 70-1/2, a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) 
remains a tax-efficient way to support ministries. Distributions from an Individual Retirement Account are 
not required until age 72 but may be made after age 70-1/2. These distributions, given directly to charity, 
may reduce your taxable income while satisfying your Required Minimum Distribution. 
Gifts of appreciated assets and marketable commodities:  There are significant benefits to making 
noncash gifts of appreciated securities or marketable grains/commodities. A gift of an appreciated security 
can provide tax savings while avoiding capital gains on the security. A gift of grain or marketable 
commodities may reduce taxable income for a producer, enabling them to maximize the impact of the gift to 
ministry. 

 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fdownload.elca.org%2fELCA+Resource+Repository%2fFoundation_QCD.pdf&srcid=274948&srctid=1&erid=6e7758d4-3435-4bed-a677-1129c95cc9db&trid=6e7758d4-3435-4bed-a677-1129c95cc9db
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fdownload.elca.org%2fELCA+Resource+Repository%2fFoundation_Marketable_Securities.pdf&srcid=274948&srctid=1&erid=6e7758d4-3435-4bed-a677-1129c95cc9db&trid=6e7758d4-3435-4bed-a677-1129c95cc9db
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fdownload.elca.org%2fELCA+Resource+Repository%2fGifts_Through_Gifts_of_Grain.pdf&srcid=274948&srctid=1&erid=6e7758d4-3435-4bed-a677-1129c95cc9db&trid=6e7758d4-3435-4bed-a677-1129c95cc9db
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 GRACIAS  FELIZ NAVIDAD  
Thank you to all who completed Christmas cards for the Lutheran 

Immigrant and Refugee Service.  We had a total of 215 cards.  We were 
overwhelmed by your generous response to the request. 

 
 

D I R E C T O R Y 
It’s that time of year when the 
name directory is updated, in 
order to be published and ready 
with 2022 envelopes.  Please 
submit any change of name, 
address or phone number(s) to 
the church office before 
December 3rd.  Thank you. 
 
 

2022 ENVELOPES, 
DIRECTORY  

& HLCW Handbook 
These items will be ready for 

pick-up Sunday, December 5th.  
Thank you. 

 

      THINGS TO NOTE       

 

I want to thank the ladies 
who packed up the layettes 

and the people who 
contributed items for the 
layettes and the 74 quilts 

packed for LWR. 

A BIG THANK YOU goes to 
Cheryl Olsen for taking  

all the layettes, school kits 
and quilts to  

Wisconsin Rapids. 

Diane Reini and HLCW 

 

 

MANGE TAKK! ~ Many Thanks 
To all who contributed so generously to make the Lefse and Rosette 
Sale possible.  So many of you made potato mixture, mixed dough, 
baked on the lefse grills and made the rosettes over the hot oil.   
A special thanks to Mary Kunasch, who organized the lefse making 
and to Beth Stelter, who organized the Rosettes making.  Also, 
thank you to those who helped distribute the orders. We couldn’t 
have done it without all of you!  

 

 
ANNUAL 
MEETING 

 
Will be held Sunday, 

January 23, 2022. 
 

Please have your 
reports to Mary by 

January 10th. 
 

Please e-mail your 
reports, if possible. 

 
Thank you. 

Pieces of Hope Prayer Shawl Ministry will be meeting 
Monday, December 6th, 1:00 p.m. 

(not December 13th) 
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The 2022 flower chart is here!  It will be posted to the bulletin 
board across from the church office December 1st. 
 
Flowers at worship help us remember the beauty of God’s 
world.  You can donate to remember special events like 
wedding anniversaries, birthdays, baptisms, confirmations, 
graduations, or you may choose to honor a special person in 
your life. 
 

Please consider signing up on the flower chart to contribute flowers for a special Sunday. 
Thank You 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Help Decorate for Christmas 
Tuesday, November 30, 10:00 AM 

 
Please consider helping to decorate the church for Christmas.   

Everyone is welcome to participate. 

      THINGS TO NOTE       

Poinsettias  The church will purchase poinsettias this year, as has been the tradition in the past.  

We will decorate the altar and worship area with the plants.  If you would like to order through the church, 
please complete the order form below and have to the church office by December 1st with your check.  You 
may also purchase a plant on your own and deliver it to the church by Monday, December 20th (make sure 
to put your name on it).    Thank you. 

    Your Name: _________________________________________________ 
    wishes to donate a poinsettia 
    In Memory Of: _______________________________________________ 
    In Honor Of:_________________________________________________ 
    OR Donated by Family Of: _____________________________________ 
    Phone:_______________ 
     Church Purchase – Please include payment with this order. 
     Number of Flowers_____ Specify:   4” pot $7.75 or  6” pot $14.50 
     Please make checks payable to Hope Lutheran Church. 
     Purchase on Own 

We will need live poinsettia plants to be delivered to church by Monday, 
December 20th for decorating.  Please put your name on the plant. 

    All plants, church purchased or individual purchase, may be picked up  
   after the 5:00 pm Christmas Eve Service. 

 
 

 

Church Purchase Orders 
Due December 1 
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SALVATION ARMY'S WAUSHARA COUNTY 
RED KETTLE CAMPAIGN 

CALLING FOR HOPE LUTHERAN PARISHIONERS TO 
"RING THE BELLS" this Christmas Season..  

DATES FOR HOPE:   
Friday and Saturday, December 10th. and 11th 

LOCATIONS:  Pick 'n' Save and StoneRidge Piggly Wiggly 
 

 Last year would not have been possible, save for the volunteers.  This year will still 
present challenges.  We may still be “asked” to wear masks and at one location, we are asked 
to be outdoors.   
 More information is posted in a letter and sign-up sheets at the church, however, we 
will be making phone calls, as well, to ask for help.   
 The need still exists, to fund assistance for families right here in Waushara County... So 
please, help as you can. 

  Thanks for your understanding,  
  Roger Charette, Salvation Army Volunteer   920-787-4250 
 

 

      THINGS TO NOTE       



DECEMBER      Hope Lutheran Church Newsletter                2021 

Page 10 of 14 

 

 
 

      MISSIONARY NEWS       
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      PRAYERS | BIRTHDAYS | VOLUNTEERS       

 

                                 Remember our parishioners, 
                                 family, and friends, who are 
                                 in need of prayer.  Please  
                                 refer to the e-mailed list. 
 
                                 In order to maintain privacy, 
                                 the list will not be published 
                                 in the newsletter on the  
                                 website.  It will only be  
                                 e-mailed to members. 
 
 

Please help keep our list current. 
Inform the office of updates. 

Thank you. 
 

 

3 Gary Grenier 
4 Ross Peterson 
5 Lloyd Tschurwald 
6 David Grenier 
8 Pastor Mike Thomas 

9 Pam Anklam 

10 Holly Gunderson | Beth Stelter 

12 Norman Collar 

15 Candace McElroy 

17 David Meier 

20 Peggy Dobrecevich | A J Hawlish 
22 Michael Klieforth | Jordon Schmidt 

24 Linda Grenier | Lester Lambrecht 
27 Gary Zernia 

28 Ron Gunderson 

29 Ethan Tratar 

30 Mary Luebben  
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